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citl: turning it into an enormous sr,virling snow globe.

I sr,vear it on m1, grandpappi.'s teeth!"

The su,earing wouldn't be necessarl:

Even before the Grear Holiday bcgan, ships had al-

ready stopped arriving at Valenda's port. Although few

peoplc noticed this amid all the holiday fuss and merri-

ment.

Therc rvas only one young sailor at the docks who

thought himself too sensible lbr holiday cheer. He .w,as

onl1, ser.enteen, but he rvore a smart nav,v hat that made

him a full two inches taller.

Unlike thc rest in the city, ry|ro all seen-red to have

their heads stuck in candy cane clouds, this sensible

sailor had notice d the missing ships, and he d gone offto

find another'lcvclheaded person to tell. Hed marched

importantly through thc disturbingly festir.e port r,r.ith

a list of ships that had faile d to arrive.

He wasn't going to be distracted by all the larger-

than-lif-e cand1. canes that nor,v lined the streets, the

spiced cider carts that seemed to be e'u.er1,u,here, or the

people spofltaneouslr,' breaking into song.

But then hc saw it Srttir

was an enormolrs gingerbre

smoke out of a chimner cr'

intricate r,r hite icing.

The sailor stopped in hr,

It was just like the co.rk

make though his grannr . ,

namon smokc. an.l her gri -

f-ar too small to step ins:t.

was there. The pastel gLL::-:

roof, the sparkling sih.'r .

large windows, the sx-irli::.

candi:s lining rhc or cr:iz.

For a full minure. he c,--

It had been two Hc.lr:=

passed. And it was ca5i('r' : .

iday wasn't happening th..:

The sailor' finall1' sho.,.i

ofrvhat he needed to do lii

ships. But then the ginger::

he sworc hc hcard his gr-,

r' -.i:
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the snow Pierre. I've made some fresh

hot chocolate and your favorite cookies."

The scent of butterspice stars with nutmeg 1c1ng

really didn't want to sa\'1r--

his favorite cookies.

He also might har.e be .-

Pierre's \\'as one of matr

spread after the Great Hr,l:

But the most popular s:

of Princess Donatella L)r:i:

wafted through the air.

CouldshereallybehereP thought Pierre. Itr,vas not a scn-

sible thing to think. But Pierre was starting to think

that being sensible during the Great IJolidairwas actu-

ally quite foolish.

"Come inside, sweet boy," Granny called

What else was there for I'ierre to do?

FIe couldr-r't rcsist secing Granny once more And he

,,1, 
l)lll)lu|ilri
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Great Flolic

It was snowing insidr' ;-.

Tclla briefl1'stopp.;

skirts swished around thc
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